CHAPTER XI

The Round of Existence

PERHAPS our defeat on Simvu was symbolical We climbed
no more peaks of ice and snow on our travels, for we were led
into a different world. We became pilgrims of the Tibetan
Buddhist Tradition; but before I tell of these adventures of
the mind, it is necessary to explain a few fundamental teachings
of the Doctrine, so that those who read of our journeyings may
realize the nature of the quest, and may share in the treasures
that are to be found along the Path.

None of the great Traditions can be enclosed within the
narrow framework of a school of philosophy. Nor ought an
explanation to be over-simplified in the vain hope of bringing
it within the effortless comprehension of all men; facile diffusion
of an idea can only be achieved to the detriment of its purity.
It is not for the Doctrine to abase itself to the common level,
but for those who can, to exalt themselves to its height. That
is why a doctrine spread by organized propaganda is liable to
be reduced to a hollow shell, empty of the essentials. The
Truth may be likened to a difficult mountain peak which,
though free of access to all mankind, is yet actually scaled by
a chosen few, by those who are willing to pay the price in self-
discipline, steadfastness and risk. Though it is no one's private
preserve and all have an equal right to possess it, yet all do not
attain it simultaneously, for there are those who feel no urge to
seek, and those who suffer from vacillation, doubting whether
the quest is worth the trouble. Others again must measure
painfully every step on the Path, inch by inch, over an inde-
finitely protracted period of effort, A few rare souls find it
possible, like Mila Repa, by supreme concentration, to compress
into one, the several stages which ordinary flesh and blood must
needs take successively. That road is known to the Tibetans
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